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Chemical Research in Progress in 1949 50X1

1. Petrochemical research was undertsken In 1948 and 1949 in Budapest at the Royal Hungsyien
University of Technical Science [ﬁer-eafter referred to as RHU]?§7 The nature of this
regearch was to utilize natural gas. as & chemical gas for reduction of raw material. oxi
Professar Joseph Varghe, Dean of the Chemical Engineering Department, was in charge oL

' o—the research in 1948 with ten research assistants. 50X1
used butene, methene and ethane as
gterting points. | ratTenpte +o make different chemicals from theS0X1
gases, [ |primary interest was to make venzene aend ethylene. The underlying 50x1
philosophy of the entire project cted toward developling a gelf-gufficient
chemical industry in Hungary. '

‘ . /See "The Chemical s 50><1v73J
isgue for informetion on Petroci e Hungarisn Plent Tiszelok. 50X1

2. An Aluminum Institute Resesrch Center was established 1n 1948 st RAUTS. It wes headéd by
Professor Bela Laneji of the Engineering Department. Professor Laneji taught electro-
chemistry. The purpose of this Center was to more fully develop and utilize the brlilte
deposits of Hungary which are smong the largest in the world. Work had begun on a
bauxite processing plant near Komarom. \'ma:t’—‘ would -
gubstantially increase the output. pn
March 191}9, production was under way and E the plant wes using the Beyer Process.

|

3. Dyestuff develomment wes intensified in 1948, Part of the research was done &t RHUTS,

but by and la i & handled by individual firms \ government = .
cdntrolled). this was done because the textlile industry nad not suffered
serious physical setback during the war, ‘plus the fact that Hungery had always prog*o'g'fd

a great amount of textiles and dyes. : 50%1
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